, after having expanded the study worldwide, Jørgensen formalized the groups he had recognized previously within Pannaria Delise, he gave the "Pannaria leucosticta-group" the name Fuscopannaria, still regarding Moelleropsis as part of the Placynthi aceae in accordance with Henssen's previous information.
Fuscopannaria proved to be a species-rich genus, the name of which was soon taken up by several important regional treatments (e.g., Santesson & al., Lichen-forming Lichenicol. Fungi Fennoscandia, 2004; Smith & al., Lichens Gr. Brit. Ireland, 2009; Galloway, Fl. New Zealand Lichens, ed. 2, 2008 ; Esslinger, Cumul. Checkl. Lichen-forming, Lichenicol. Fungi U.S. Canada: http://www.ndsu .edu/pubweb/~esslinge/chcklst/chcklst7.htm, vers. 12. 2012).
However, molecular work by Ekman & Jørgensen (in Canad. J. Bot. 80: 625-634. 2002) showed that Moelleropsis nebulosa belongs in the Pannariaceae and is nested within Fuscopannaria, but the result did not have strong enough support for a clear conclusion on generic level, which has only recently been achieved by Ekman & al (in prep.) . Indeed, its hymenial characters (including that of the asci) are in accord with those of Fuscopannaria, only the thallus differs in its unusual structure and lack of lichen acids (Jørgensen in Ahti & al., Nord. Lichenfl. 3: 105. 2007 ), a fact we regard as an adaptation to the special habitat, sandy soil (while all other species are either corticolous or saxicolous).
According to Jørgensen (in Ilicifolia 4: 15-20. 2003 ) Fuscopannaria contains 41 species, and several have been added afterwards, while Moelleropsis contains two, one of which later rightly has been transferred to the new genus Gregorella Lumbsch in the Arctomi aceae.
We regard it as unfortunate to have to transfer such a high number of names into Moelleropsis, and against the intention expressed by the Code to retain nomenclatural stability, so we accordingly propose to conserve Fuscopannaria against Moelleropsis in order to avoid this.
